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as acute as any pre-existing barriers between contiguous social
classes.

In all existing communities the family is the unit of human
reproductive activity. Whether a society which wholly relegated
the care of children to experts could maintain fertility at the
survival minimum remains to be seen. It is a possibility which
we cannot dismiss till it has been tried out. Meanwhile we can
be certain of one Sung. The large community of conspicuous
expenditure is no longer compatible with family life, if indeed
it ever was so; and die increasing drift to the large towns is
leading to the destruction of family life, whether we actively
assist the process or leave the issue to fate. If we leave the issue
to fate, the advent of a socialist economy en rapport with the aims
of Mr. Herbert Morrison will make the decline of population
more swift, more certain, and more irretrievable than present
circumstances suggest. A solution of the problem of modern
population will be a Utopian solution.

Beyond reasonable doubt the social accompaniments of low
fertility suggested by existing differences connected with locality
and occupation are not necessarily restricted to a capitalist
economy. To some extent, perhaps very largely, they are charac-
teristic of industrialism rather than of capitalism as such, and the
laudable project of relieving us from the dictatorship of the banks
or the parasitism of the rentier of itself offers no guarantee that
they will disappear.

Thus the study of population compels us to make a distinction
between two radically different types of socialist planning. One
may be called planning for survival, the other planning for
purchasing power. These alternatives have nothing to do with
any schisms which separate Socialists on matters of political
strategy. Whatever views Socialists may hold on matters of party
allegiance, most of them are now mainly concerned with the
same main objective. They aim at keeping productive efficiency
at a maximum by expanding the volume of effective demand
through social control of production and remuneration* In other
words they are less concerned with asking whether capitalist